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INTRODUCTION

Belgium is 260 times smaller than Brazil. We are only 10
million people in the country. Treco is a Caterpillar dealer
and this since 1930. Belgium is 200 km wide and 300 km
North-South.

Besides the limestone production (we produce 45 million
tons per year), we have also two majors players in the lime
business in the world (Loiste and Carmeuse).
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We will talk especially about the Tournai area. This is the
area where all the study has been made.

Which are the characteristics of the rocks in the Tournai
Area. We have two types of stones: Gray and Blue. One of
the main differences is that one of the rocks freezes up. In
the table, you can see the characteristics of the rocks.
What do we talk about in the presentation? First of all, we
will go with a very long history of quarrying in the Tournai
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area, because it started 2,000 years ago with the Romans;
then we will go to production figures in the Tournai area,
starting in 1950 until today; we will go to parameters to be
considered in loading and hauling calculations, the lessons
we learnt; we will talk about free production calculations;
and then we will make comparison with different fleets.

THE ROMAN PERIODS

Construction was a very important activity because, as you
know, Romans built roads all over Europe and that was
the reason why they came to Tournai. Stone production
was very important because it was governed by the
Patrimoniun Caesaris, which was one of the main
authorities in the region at that moment.

Another important point was Escaut River, which was used
to export the rock to the North. The river trade was very
important for the expansion of the stone industry at that
period.

Then there was a large period without any trace of stone
production in Tournai area.

MORE HISTORY

Not until 850 do we find evidence of production from the
Tournai area for the rebuilding of Tournai Cathedral. In
the picture, you can see an example of the use of
dimensional stone from Tournai.







